September 6, 2022
We had our first meeting at a new location and with
new services. When we arrived, the Portuguese Club
had the tables set out and the coffee waiting. We are
no longer responsible for setting up and taking down
tables and making coffee – it is now a turnkey
operation. By all accounts, the location and services
were well received by the 70 members and two guests
in attendance.
Again, this year, Miles Lauzon ran the “world’s best” golf tournament ever and there
were 21 participants. We had pictures of the groups, and In Miles absence, Murray
Mills told us about the event. Miles had the pleasure of presenting the trophy to the
overall winners. You can read more about the tournament later in this Newsletter.
By all accounts all participants had a great time.
Norm Steele’s trip to the Blue Jays is almost at capacity. It is now up to the Jays to
win the game. I hope that not too many members overindulge on the $5 beer and
$1 hotdogs.
Everyone will have received their invoices for their dues, and I urge everyone who
has not already paid their dues to go online or bring a cheque or cash to the next
meeting. We are all volunteers, and no one wants to chase friends for their
payment. Mark Maloney will be set up at each meeting to help you with all aspects
of Wild Apricot, including registering for events and making payments.
Our membership is truly talented and diverse. Bruce Cowan and David Ottenbrite
presented their vignettes and gave us a glimpse of their many talents and activity.
We are facing many challenges these days – COVID, inflation, climate change, and
supply chains to name a few. It was ‘fun’ to watch our TED talk – ‘Why having fun is

the secret to a healthier life’. It is amazing that PROBUS encompasses all the
elements of fun- playfulness, connection and flow.
It was also fitting that when we left the meeting the sun was shining, and we had
just heard that fun is sunshine.
You can view the entire meeting by clicking on the button “Watch the Meeting
Recording” below.
Feel free to forward this newsletter to a friend who may be a prospective future
member. Consider also providing your friend's email address to Bob McBlain, our
Membership Chair, for further follow-up.
. . . Ron Woynarski, President

Recording of August 31 Meeting
Click on the button to view our last meeting recording.
Bruce Cowan's vignette begins at the 24:35 minute mark.
Dave Ottenbrite's begins at the 56:50 minute mark.
Watch the Meeting Recording

Bruce Cowan's Vignette
Bruce lived in Toronto until 1957 when at age 10 he
moved with his mother to his grandmother's farm on
Jersey Island (part of the British Channel Islands off
the coast of France).
He rode horses and ponies for "rich" English landed
gentry who lived on the island. Two activities
dominated his life - riding and soccer.

After he failed his 11+ exam in1960, his mother said they would go back to Canada
so he could go to high school.
He then lived in the Holland Marsh area north of Toronto, where he went to school
and played with immigrant children most of whom spoke little English. He
graduated from the 5-year academic program at Dr G.W. Williams SS in Aurora in
1968.
After school, weekends, and summers he worked to earn money to pay for clothes,
school and entertainment.
He played competitive soccer for Newmarket and secured a soccer scholarship to
Hartwick College where we went to "final four" his first 2 years. While at Hartwick,
he went to two study programs abroad - Mexico City and Vienna, Austria. After
graduating in 1972 he went to McGill University for a Masters in Canadian
Economic History.
He then attended teacher's College and taught High School in Peel County for 2
years. He had discovered he did not like teaching and joined Toronto Executive
Consultants, recruiting IT technical staff.
After 3 years he left the recruiting company to set up his own placement firm which
grew to 30 staff over 10 years. After 1990 he downsized the firm and worked
largely on his own until retirement.
He had an active life beyond work. After age 40, he coached youth soccer for 25
years (National C license / National Youth license).
After age 50 he and his wife enjoyed hiking in Ontario and have gone on 10 hiking
trips in various countries - Spain, Italy (twice), New Zealand, Turkey, Ireland,
Japan, Cuba, Iceland and France.
After recruiting for 37 years and one heart attack in 2014 he retired and moved to
Cambridge in 2018.
They spend winters at their condo in Clearwater, Florida near their daughter and 3
grandchildren in Tampa.
To view the recording of Bruce's vignette, click on the "Watch the Meeting
Recording" button above and it begins at the 24:35 minute mark.

Dave Ottenbrite's Vignette
Dave was born and raised in Windsor; his dad’s
parents were Saskatchewan farmers. His great, great
grandfather on his mother’s side was Thomas Burgess
who founded the town of Bala. Dave and his second
wife are blended grandparents, each with 2 sons and
share 4 grandchildren.
Dave attended the University of Western Ontario and was recruited by Le Chateau
to open stores in Vancouver and became regional manager of Western Canada at
the age of 25. After 2 years he was transferred back to Ontario.
With the legalization of Sunday shopping in 1992, he decided it was time to move
on from his very successful career in the retail industry.
He started a decorating contracting business that allowed him to enjoy his family,
pursuing interests and travelling. This change in lifestyle also led to the marriage to
his second wife who understood his need to explore new challenges.
Then came the thrill of retirement. They bought a little bungalow in West Galt and
moved in the fall of 2018 after an extensive renovation. They joined many clubs
and organizations including the Ancient Mariners canoe club, the Brant Peddlers
and Paddlers in Paris, volunteering at the Grand River Film Festival as well as the
Cambridge CineSeries, the Idea Exchange and the Hamilton Family Theatre.
They started Galt Jazz, a monthly music series, on our downtown pedestrian Main
Street block featuring professional musicians. It has received much media attention
and it is their intention of making Galt Jazz a permanent fixture in our downtown.
To view the recording of Dave's vignette, click on the "Watch the Meeting
Recording" button above and it begins at the 56:50 minute mark.

Galt Jazz
There is an article in Cambridge Today about Dave and Ruth Ottenbrite creating
the Galt Jazz festival.

Cambridge Today Article
There is still one more session this year on October 2nd.
The website is at https://www.facebook.com/galtjazz/

Why having fun is the secret to a healthier
life
At our August meeting we also watched an interesting
TED Talk about having fun.
TED Talk

Annual Golf Tournament

The Annual PROBUS Golf Tournament was held on August 24 at the Grand
Valley Golf Club. Twenty-one members participated in the event, including our
centenarian, Ivan Robinson. Following the golf, players assembled for a buffet
dinner and awards ceremony at the Club.
Winners of the best ball competition and the coveted PROBUS Tournament trophy
were Raymond Morrissette, John Reid and Don Young. Skills competition honours
went to John Reid, Mike Pengelly, Morley Shaw and Don Young.
A great day of fellowship and friendly competition. Next year’s tournament is
tentatively booked for August 23.
. . . Miles Lauzon

Dennis Mercier, Miles Lauzon, Mike
Atkinson

Tom Lebrun, Ivan Robinson, Martin
VanEerd, Bob McBlain

David Ridsdale, Bob Crawford, Jim Cook Dennis Souder, Mike Pengelly, Dave
Ottenbrite, Morley Shaw

Raymond Morrissette, Don Young, John Gene DeLeonardis, Wayne Taylor, Rad
Bazzul, Dan Clements
Reid

And the FUN continued.....

Next Month's Speaker is Peter Hunton
Peter Hunton is one of our PROBUS club members
and a Past President.
The title of his presentation is "The Egg and I".
Peter worked in the poultry industry his entire career.
He has a Ph.D. in animal genetics and worked initially
in the breeding industry, for Shaver in Cambridge and
for one of its competitors in Scotland.
He later became Poultry Specialist for what is now Egg
Farmers of Ontario. In this role he worked with farmers
and was also involved with research and development.
When, in the 1980’s, eggs became vilified due to their
cholesterol content, he was part of the effort to
reinstate them as a valuable part of an everyday diet.
He has eaten 2 eggs daily for as long as he can
remember!

Willing Drivers
Over the years, members have been very generous
helping others attend meetings by providing transport.
It has always been casual in organization and that
should continue. But occasionally the Management
Committee becomes aware of someone that would
benefit from a ride and it would be great to have a
roster of willing drivers, especially now that our venue
is less central than in the past.
We would try to link you to people in your general
area and of course, the more volunteers we have, the
easier that will be.
There will be a sign-up sheet at the back for the next
few meetings, or you can call or email me to join in.
. . . Bob McBlain, Membership Chair
robertbmcblain@gmail.com 519-621-9149

Billiards
Don't forget to sign up for the tournament to be held
November 18th. To register, click on the "Tournament"
button.
Also, if you would like to join the Billiards group
(whether you are an experienced player or wanting to
learn the game) you are welcome to join us at Chicago
Billiards (at the Delta) on the 3rd Friday of every
month. To join the billiards group, click on the "Billiards
Group" button.
Please contact me for assistance registering or with
any questions.
. . . Colin Brighton, 519-267-1182

Tournament

Billiards Group

Bridge Club
We all know the positive effect our PROBUS meetings
have on our continuing sociability and stimulating of
our brain cells. So do our bridge sessions.
After nearly three years off due to Covid-19 we’re
planning a re-start in September 2022. From midSeptember to mid-June, we meet every two weeks for
two tables of friendly bridge at the home of one of our
eight regular players.

This means that two or three times a year each player hosts the Tuesday afternoon
games (1 to 5 pm). The host provides some refreshments, two tables and score
cards. Good times do not come cheap; the entry fee is $2.00 every two weeks.
Prizes awarded for 1st, 2nd, 3rd and low score. We have several spare players
anxious to return and we have openings for three regular players. With so many
new members over the recent years, it seems likely that some would have played
in the past; or, if novices, would like to improve their skills.
Please give me a call or send me an e-mail.
Let the Games Begin!
. . . John Snelgrove 519.242.3145 meggy38@bell.net

Blue Jays Event
On September 13th our group will be enjoying a Blue
Jays game and will see our club’s name up on the
Jumbo Tron.
Although online registration has closed, there may be
last minute seats available. If you want to go on the
standby list just email or call Norm Steele.

. . . Norm Steele, steelenorm013@gmail.com,
(519) 212-0303

Cambridge Community Players are presenting Educating Rita
Fri Sep 16, 2022 - Sun Sep 25, 2022
Directed by: Michele DiTomaso
Frank is a disillusioned English tutor in his 50’s who buries himself in his books and
the bottle. Enter Rita, a feisty 26 year old hairdresser who refuses to take no for an
answer as she seeks an education to better herself. The mismatched teacher and
student develop a Pygmalion-type relationship within the four walls of a university
office in Northern England.
Playwright Willy Russel weaves themes of change, class distinction, and self-worth
with humor, affection and poignancy.
Buy Tickets

In Memoriam
Douglas Howard Ridsdale passed away on August
14, 2022 at age 75.
Doug was a lifelong resident of Cambridge and always
active in the city with the exception of the year he and
Cheryl lived in New Zealand. He was an active
member of the Galt Country Club where he curled and
golfed for over 40 years. He loved to travel and golfed
in many exotic places around the world.
A prominent businessman, he was the third generation
to own and operate the family business "Ridsdale
Metal Products Inc." now in the hands of nephew Jim
Blacklock and partners. Doug was always busy and
wore many hats throughout the years, some of his
proudest achievements include: obtaining his degree in
Business Administration from Mohawk College, a
recipient of the 125th year of Confederation
Commemorative medal, President of Cambridge
Chamber of Commerce and Director of Ontario
Chamber of Commerce, lifelong member of St.
Andrews Presbyterian Church - now Westside
Presbyterian Church, executive of Galt Kinsmen Club,
member of the 40 Club of Galt, Chairman of the
Hydroelectric Commission for Cambridge North
Dumfries, longtime hockey player and member of the
YMCA as well as director for the National Red Brick
Corporation.
Obituary information is available here

Check out the latest PROBUS Global Newsletter.
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