May 3, 2022
Although it was another cold April morning in
Cambridge, we had 90 people in attendance for our
first meeting in our new location – the Armenian
Community Center of Cambridge. Thanks to the
behind-the-scenes efforts of the Technical Committee,
the set up committee and Norm and Bob, it was a
smooth transition and enjoyed by all.
We had a full agenda with much to celebrate.
We celebrated PROBUS month, and the 35th Anniversary of the formation of our
club, the first in Canada. We were joined by special guests from PROBUS Canada,
Bob MacNair, President, Brenda Andrews, Vice President, and Martin Capper, our
District Director. Bob reviewed the history of our Club, and the growth of PROBUS
throughout Ontario and Canada. In particular, he reminded us of the individuals
who represent our past, our present and our future. Bob presented us with a
certificate to commemorate our anniversary.
We also celebrated Ivan Robinson’s 100th birthday. Ivan’s daughter, Avora
Robbins was one of our special guests. Ivan regaled us with stories of his life,
starting with his birth, his short-lived boxing career, his time as a medic and his life
working with the Salvation Army. He brought one of the many violins he has made
and demonstrated that learning is a lifelong venture. Bob MacNair, and our special
guest Mayor Kathryn McGarry presented Ivan with certificates commemorating his
birthday.
Our guest speaker, Ted Barris was engaging and entertaining as always. He spoke
about his book, Medics in the Line of Duty and gave us a glimpse of what Ivan
would have experienced during this time as a medic. His passion for, and
knowledge of history was evident, and he demonstrated his unique talent to shine a
light on the unknown heroes of the war.

Although it was a long meeting, all in attendance were entertained and engaged
throughout. Afterwards, we enjoyed lunch and birthday cake.
Feel free to forward this newsletter to a friend who may be a prospective future
member. Consider also providing your friend's email address to Bob McBlain, our
Membership Chair, for further follow-up.
. . . Ron Woynarski, President

Recording of April 27 Meeting
Click on the button to view our last meeting recording.
Ted Barris' presentation begins at the 59:27 minute mark.
Ivan Robinson's vignette begins at the 28:00 minute mark.
Watch the Meeting Recording

Guest Speaker, Ted Barris on April 27

Ted Barris shared fascinating stories from his latest non-fiction book "Rush to
Danger: Medics in the Line of Fire". Ted's father was a US Army medical corpsman
during the Second Word War.
While researching the book, he discovered amazing stories about his dad and other
often under appreciated war time medical heroes.
This was the second time he has spoken to our club and we hope to see him again
to share his next book which will be released in the next few months.
He is a Canadian writer, journalist, professor and broadcaster as well as authoring
18 books, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dam Busters: Canadian Airmen and The Secret Raid Against Nazi Germany
(2018)
Fire Canoe: Prairie Steamboat Days Revisited 2nd Edition (1977)
The Great Escape: A Canadian Story (2013)
Victory at Vimy: Canada Comes of Age, April 9–12, 1917 (2007)
Juno: Canadians at D-Day June 6, 1944 (2004)
Deadlock in Korea : Canadians at War, 1950-1953 (1998)
Playing Overtime: A Celebration of Oldtimers Hockey (1995)

•
•

Days of Victory: Canadians Remember, 1939-1945 (1995)
Behind the Glory: Canada's Role in the Allied Air War (1992)

Ivan Robinson Vignette

I grew up in a rural area outside of Amherst Nova Scotia. Like most other young
people then the lifestyle was much different from what it is today. The two main
activities were school during the week and church on Sunday.
I had connections in the Salvation Army: an aunt and a cousin who were Officers.
My cousin was about my age and it was through his friendship and influence that I
went to Army activities which would eventually lead to becoming a Salvation Army
Officer. The greatest of all was meeting a young Salvation Army lady Charlotte
who was in the choir and S.A. activities. We were married in Halifax Nova Scotia.
Charlotte and I served in the Salvation Army as Officers for 40 years. We served
our first 20 years in Corps work and 20 years in the Health Care Department as
Hospital Administrators.
Following college graduation, we accepted a number of appointments with Church
congregations. In addition to our local responsibilities, I started to do University
courses wherever possible. I studied at Carleton University while stationed at
Ottawa Citadel corps. Other appointments followed - in Cambridge where I studied

at McMaster University. Later we were transferred to West Toronto. While there I
attended Ryerson University and graduated with a B.A. degree.
Things were about to change and the S.A. asked if we would be interested in
hospital administration where needed. We were transferred to the Health Care
Department and moved to the Grace Hospital in Windsor. Here I began a two-year
University study course arranged by the Canadian Hospital Association and given
by the University of Manitoba. Having finished this, we would transfer to the Grace
Hospital in Montreal and were advised to begin taking a French course!!
Due to the need at one of our hospitals, I was appointed to the Capt. William
Jackman Hospital in Labrador City as C.E.O.
Our final Administration responsibility was at the Grace Hospital in Toronto as
C.E.O. This was after 40 years of service! During all of our hospital moves, my
wife Charlotte held the position of Hospital Chaplin.
We did have one last appointment in a S.A. Church in Grande Prairie Alberta
where a Pastor replacement was needed for a number of months.
Upon retirement we settled in Cambridge where our family lives, our daughter, 2
grandsons and now 4 great-granddaughters.
My hobbies and interests are golfing, curling, violin making, music including
playing coronet and horn in Salvation Army bands, volunteering and being a
member of this PROBUS Club for 28 years. I was introduced into the Club by Col.
Ray Homewood of the Salvation Army who at that time was a member of this
Cambridge PROBUS Club (the first Club in North America). I am presently serving
as the Club's Archivist.
Ivan's Vignette Video

PROBUS Canada and City of Cambridge
Recognizing Ivan's 100th Birthday

Tribute to past presidents at our 35th Anniversary Celebration

Guest Speaker on May 25
Colleen James will speak to us on the topic
"Challenging our Assumptions"
She is a professor at Conestoga College’s school of
business while running local equity and inclusion
consulting firm Divonify, which she founded in 2015.
Colleen is a former board president for Focus for
Ethnic Women and has served as a member of the
mayor’s equity task force. In 2020, James moderated
the Region of Waterloo’s anti-racism town hall
meetings.
Born and raised in Kitchener, inclusion advocate and
educator Colleen James has experienced the good,
the bad and the ugly parts of Waterloo Region.
The community doesn’t look the same as it once was
when her family immigrated to Canada from the
Caribbean in the 1970s. But there’s still a long way to
go. James is at the forefront of that push,
spearheading local efforts to make the region a more
welcoming place for others, including her young
daughter.

May Vignette
Vignette presentations are a long-standing tradition in
PROBUS that are an important part of enabling us to
get to know something about our new members and
broadening our network of PROBUS colleagues.
Dave Bechtel will share his background and past
experiences with us when he presents his vignette at
our May meeting.

. . . Mike Jeans, Vignette Chair

Looking for volunteers to set up the hall
Prior to each monthly meeting, a group of people are involved in setting up tables
and chairs in the Armenian Centre starting at 8 am.
If you would be available to assist, please contact Iain Hutchinson 519-219-2121

Billiards
We meet at Chicago Billiards at the Delta. Come for 12
noon if you’d like lunch before billiards. Come for 1 pm
for billiards.
Whether you are an experienced player or wanting to
learn the game you are welcome to join us.
Click on the “Billiards” button for more details and to
register.
Please contact me for assistance registering or with
any questions.
. . . Colin Brighton, 519-267-1182

Billiards

Annual Golf Tournament
August 24, 2022
Grand Valley Golf Club
The team scramble format means that golfers of all skill levels can play and enjoy
the fun of the day.
Tee-off at 12 noon, stay for dinner and prizes after the game!
To register click on:
Golf Tournament
For more information, please contact:
. . . Miles Lauzon, mileslauzon@rogers.com, (519) 222-5122

Blue Jays Event
BLUE JAYS day for our Club is September 13th.
We have reserved a block of tickets so you can have
an adult guest join you.
The bus leaves the RONA store parking lot on Eagle
Street, just east of Hespeler Road at 11:00 am for a
1:07 pm game against the Tampa Bay Rays.
The game ends about 4 pm and our bus takes us
home to Cambridge. There is an optional dinner at a
Cambridge restaurant at your own expense (restaurant
TBD)
Tickets, including the bus trip to and from, are $80 per
person and reservations/payment can be made on the
club website. Simply click on the Blue Jays button to
the right, under the Blue Jays logo.

Blue Jays

For more information, please contact:
. . . Norm Steele, steelenorm013@gmail.com,
(519) 212-0303

Trivia Contest
This month Dennis Souder hosted and provided the
Trivia material based on information he has recently
encountered.
Mike Jeans won this month.
Next month Bob McBlain is providing the Trivia
questions. Make sure not to miss Trivia in May, it will
be the last one before we take a break over the
summer.
We meet the third Wednesday of of the month. Our
next game will be at 10 am May 18th.
All are welcome. To register for our monthly Trivia
Contest activity, you must first log in to our web site,
then visit the Activities section, find the Trivia Contest
item and click the Register button.
Please contact me for assistance registering or with
any questions.
. . . Mark Maloney, 519-241-0349

Bill Barlow Tribute
On April 12th, the Ontario Legislature paid a well
deserved tribute to Bill Barlow, a long-time member of
our clug who passed away in 2020. We all miss
"bowtie Bill".
You can read the full text in the Official Report of
Debate (Hansard) No. 57A.
View the tribute video

PROBUS Global
Check out the April 2022 PROBUS Global Newsletter
for information on clubs from around the world.
April 2022 Global Newsletter

Cambridge Community Players
The Cambridge Community Players production of "Misery" opens May 20th.
I have been involved with the Cambridge Community Players (formerly Galt Little
Theatre) for a number of years and continue to enjoy volunteering with this
wonderful group of people.
For additional details click on the link below.
. . . Peter Hunton
Misery
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